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Introduction

• New Jersey Sports and Exposition Authority

• Hackensack Meadowlands Agency Consolidation Act

• Hackensack Meadowlands District

• Mandates



History
• 50th Anniversary of 1970 Comprehensive Land Use Plan

• 2004 NJMC Master Plan

• 2020 Master Plan Update



2020 Master Plan Update
1. Introduction 
2. Population & Economy
3. Land Use
4. Housing
5. Environment
6. Circulation
7. Systems Plan
8. Area Plans
9. *NEW* Sustainable Meadowlands: 

A Guide to Resiliency



Goals and Objectives

• Natural resources

• Land use

• Economy

• Housing

• Transportation

• Sustainability



Land Use



Build-Out Analysis



Housing
• NJSEA responsible to plan and zone for affordable housing in 

the District.

• A-500 requires 20% affordable set-aside in District

• NJSEA Interim Policies / 
Site Suitability

• Municipal Housing Plan 
Status



Wetlands

Anderson Creek Marsh, Secaucus



Flood Plain Management
• Flood plain management planning

• New regulations and map

• Community Rating System
• Assessment of flooding incidents
• Water level monitoring (with MERI)
• Flood warning systems (with MERI)
• Regional drainage improvements     

and tide gate installations
• Drainage system maintenance
• Wetland acquisition (with MCT)



Biota
• Water Quality

• Increased species diversity
• 470 species of vascular plants
• 114 species of benthic 

macroinvertebrates
• 4 species of amphibians
• 12 species of reptiles
• > 50 species of fish 
• 288 species of birds
• 27 species of mammals

• Several T&E species



Energy
• 2008 Energy Master Plan

• 50 MW approved in District    
through June 2019

• 42.25 MW installed



Solid Waste

• Solid Waste Management District

• Landfill closure



Circulation
• Roadway

• Mass Transit

• Goods Movement

• Pedestrian/Cyclist

• Air Transportation



Circulation  (cont’d)
• Hackensack Meadowlands

Transportation Planning Act       
(2005/2015)

• Hackensack Meadowlands District 
Transportation Plan 
(2007)

• Transportation Mitigation 
Assessments

• Meadowlands Adaptive Signal
System for Traffic Reduction 
(MASSTR)



Systems Plan
• Natural Environment

• Economic Development

• Transportation

• Housing

• Community Facilities

• Historic Resources



Area Plans



Sustainable Meadowlands
• New resiliency-focused plan to achieve a sustainable 

Meadowlands

• Agency has been implementing resiliency initiatives 
for decades through policy initiatives, zoning 
regulations, and environmental stewardship

• Initiatives include:
• Finished floor elevation requirements for structures, 

FEMA CRS participation resulting in flood insurance rate 
discounts, floodplain management activities, and 
wetlands acquisition and management



Superstorm Sandy

• Superstorm Sandy Inundation

• Rebuild by Design Meadowlands
• Stormwater improvements 

(gray and green infrastructure)
• Construction to begin in 2020



Sea Level Rise
• Sea level is rising in NJ and globally

• Projections based on data from New Jersey Climate 
Adaptation Alliance, Science and Technology Advisory 
Panel (STAP) 2016 report, containing sea level rise 
projections for NJ

• Consistent with NJDEP



Sea Level Rise (SLR) Projections for NJ

YEAR

CENTRAL ESTIMATE LIKELY RANGE

50% probability SLR meets or exceeds: 67% probability SLR is between:

2030 0.8 ft. 0.6 – 1.0 ft.

2050 1.4 ft. 1.0 – 1.8 ft.

2100
Low emissions 2.3 ft. 1.7 – 3.1 ft.

2100
High emissions 3.4 ft. 2.4 – 4.5 ft.

Source: Assessing New Jersey’s Exposure to Sea-Level Rise and Coastal Storms: 
Report of the New Jersey Climate Adaptation Alliance Science and Technical Advisory Panel (STAP Report), 2016.

Estimates are based on (Kopp et al., 2014)





Potential Resiliency Strategies
• Comprehensive planning
• Zoning and overlay zones
• Building codes and resilient design
• Setbacks and buffers
• Conditional development and exactions
• Restrictions on Rebuilding
• Hard/Soft Armoring
• Acquisitions
• Conservation Easements
• Rolling Conservation Easements



Schedule
• Public Comment Period

• 6 weeks (August 5 – September 16)

• HMMC Comment Period
• 120 days

• Board of Commissioners Vote
• January 2020

• Final adoption by February 5, 2020



Public Comment
• By E-mail:

MasterPlan@njsea.com

• By Mail:
Mia Petrou, Principal Planner
NJSEA
1 DeKorte Park Plaza
PO Box 640
Lyndhurst, NJ 07071

• Public Hearing

https://www.njsea.com/2020-master-plan-update/


